“White Clover Irrigation Project”
2010-11 Season Update

James Delamo, Alpha Comulting Goup

Project Saonmmary

The abjective af the project is ta improve the know iedee base of white dover TTigators and
assist in further developing a prafessianal approach ta Fmigation management. Specfally it
dims 1o focus on the delwvery af mgation ta reduce emdronmental water ksses, inoease
efficiency in timing and potent@lly 5net retum ML applied, enhane polination and exhibit
1a the wider public a8 signifiand advancement N imgatian practices that maximise mnmal
water use and hene the mpadt on the prouncwater resgurce.

The project will further enhane understanding aof the benefit and need for ontinual
moniaring soi mosture technalopy for the purpose oF ETigatian scheduling, pive leverape
ard be Ieveraped by the dewsloping undesianding and wse of ETo, oop fadors and oop

e poiranspration in imigation management. The research will serve as a poad case study
Tor the use of improwed TTigation delivery for cendre piats for al pasture seeds as well as

Tfoous on the mportance af soil mosture monitorne and the advaniages it (resents.

Aesoiis from 2A000-11 seoson

On the basis af first year results, madifkations o the sprinkder autputs and the sol maistune
probes. were undertaken prior 1a the dosure ofF the white cknver seed aop in Octaber 201100
Madincation of the trial despn induded 3 ool which was the standard roiEtor
confguration on the pvt and 3 siEtst@by analysable rephicated yout far the 2010411
harvest.

As you knaw the white dover seed prodution season was hampered by sipnifkcant ranfall.
This chalienged the mgation marapeme nt of the aop and hene the trial. The reseach was
further challkenped by the small pki harvester beoming unavailabike at the point af harvest.
The trial harvest process had ta be modifed and hand harnsesting was mvoked as well as use
af a comentiormal header. Hand harvested samples are currently being assesed. The
highlight af the research this season was that soll mosture kevels were able o e reduced
1ta well belaw previously monsidensd ‘acceabie’ ievwels with no apparent nepative impact on
seed yiedd under any af the treatments. The sal maisiure data recarded through ths season
wil be of particular value 1 the Tmgated white corer seed dustry and 1o pasiure
ETEAlrs I EEneral.
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"Investigating Economic solutions to long-term productive
grazing systems”

SEPLA’s Pasture Project
Perry Craig, SEPLA RED Officer, pemrmfievciiliiancerices cor au, Ph (427 573038

Tn hlilrl v with the roncddand rchanoees and rhallprees of aoriiineal orazine oeclome the
LET WA L CONSidare Chnangees Jnn ChRdRey NS OF ST IIELE S PrAZINF Sysieims e

SEPLA's proup has embarked an a producer develaped mestigatian indo the best B0anmic
solution ta pasture establishment, persstenre and manapement techniques © ensure kng

term praductne prazing sysieme

The proup has identified the challenpe, that as the dimate condinies 1 e exiremely
varable and the margins n farming namaw, the profitability of each enterprise needs to be
candinuausly monitared and mproverd Prodcers are abways pven advice and
reccmmendations about the best way 1 establish and manage ther pastures, the key ta
ther prazing enterprise, bt much of the advire & onflicting. With the high cost of pastune
establishment, abave that of annual minning casts, producers an illkafford 1o make
misiakes with pasture redewelopment in order 1 estabish persistent and productive stands.
This dentifiation af an area in need af k@l research had develkaped o 8 project that
buikds on fram the previcus resesarch undertalken by the proup.

The praject was developed with site spedific aims, 1 refiect the questians of the ndividual
procucers mpived in hosting each af the 4 research sites, whilst stll reflecting the averall
gims of the projet @ ensure the adapiabibty aof the informatian o the oader
membership of the praup. The spedic ohiectines of the sies @anpe from focusne on
camparing high, mediom and low seeding rates, spedes selectian ard paddock preparation
and ther effect an knger-term prodductivity of the pasture stand.

The first of the Tour on-farm sites wene esiailshed 0 2010, with the remaning three sites
1a be established n the Autumn/Winker of this year. In addition 1 pasiure persistence and
procutivity measures being taken from 2010 1o 2013, soil testing will be canducted at each
site o provide 8 baseline on nutient status as well as ndicate any sol remediaton that

may be required.

With nteresting resulis aiready being callaied from the first site this projert s sure ta
provide a yaiuabie insiEht o the deveicpment of prodiuctive and persistent pasiure stands
within the study region.

Ths propert s supparted by Meat & Livesiock Ausiralia throupgh a Producer Demonsiration
Site {P05) prant
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