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Results of the trial: 
Growing conditions during the early part of the season were reasonable, however due to the 
dry conditions over Spring the trial was not harvested.  At the time of spraying growth was 
good with 10mm of rain in the week prior to spraying and another 10mm 2 weeks later.   
All crops nodulated well and we could not discern any differences between treatments 
(Table 1). 
 
Table 1. Nodulation scores 3 weeks post herbicide application  

Treatment  Medic Vetch Lentil 

Control 4.0 4.0 3.8 

Verdict 520 + Uptake 0.5% 3.8 3.8 3.0 

Targa + DC-Trate 1%  4.0 3.5 2.8 

Fusion + DC-Trate 2%   4.0 3.8 3.5 

Select + DC-Trate 2% 4.0 3.5 3.5 

Significant difference: NS NS NS 

Nodulation Score 1 =  no nodules present 
                            2 = few nodules, white to pink in colour 
                            3 = moderate nodules, contents with some pink 
                            4 = good nodulation, contents pink to red in colour 
                            5 = mass of nodules, contents deep pink to red   
 
Interpretation: 
There was no discernible effect of the different grass sprays on nodulation.  All the legumes 
(medic, vetch and lentils) nodulated very well. With the very good level of nodulation 
observed it is likely that N fixation would be at normal levels. 
 
Commercial practice: 
At this stage there appears to be no concern in relation to using grass sprays on nodulation 
and N fixation in legume crops or pastures grown in the southern Mallee. 

 
 


