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Figure 1. The agronomy trial directly after ‘grazing’, showing the different heights. 

Conclusion
Four years of trials have demonstrated that in SW Victoria, highest yields come from sowing dates between ANZAC 
day and mid-May. Bolac, Beaufort and Kiora have optimal sow dates around 25 April - 1 May. Winter wheats such 
as Revenue, Manning, Scenario and Adagio can be sown much earlier than this, but are unlikely to yield more than 
if they were sown in late April-early May, in part due to Septoria tritici blotch (STB) pressure in the SW Victorian 
environment.  However, there is an advantage in sowing winter wheats early for grazing (as early as November 
the year before harvest!), and defoliation by grazing has been shown to be an effective means of controlling STB. 
Forrest has an optimum sowing date of around 15 April which is problematic given the STB pressure that can be 
encountered planting at this time. Mid-maturing cultivars Derrimut and Trojan have an optimum sow date around 15 
May. This may mean that 2 to 3 cultivars will need to be on hand to complete the sowing program, but the benefits 
at harvest time could well outweigh the logistical hassles!

Growers wishing to sow early in 2015 need to get themselves in a position to take advantage of early sowing 
opportunities should they arise. Early sown wheat is best sown into the best paddocks. Weeds and disease can be 
a problem if other conditions allow.  Being wetter than we’re used to, the summer we’ve just experienced may allow 
for better weed control prior to sowing, but a green bridge may favour of disease.  Barley yellow dwarf virus (BYDV) 
can be a threat in all environments, and bearing all these things in mind, appropriate prevention should be put into 
place at the start of the season.

6.1 Tim
e of sow

ing


